Sri Lanka Journal of Child Health, 2002; 31: 29 Doctors work in the midst of mortality, a situation we face more often than those in many other professions. Therefore, the care of the dying and bereavement counselling are essential components in the training of a doctor. However, with reference to death, the clinical doctor's involvement usually ends with certifying death, the conduct of a pathological post mortem or the issue of a death certificate. Ideally, but not always, does bereavement counselling follow. My correspondence is on an aspect further down the process of death.
I have listed here some gatherings from graveyardsgravestones to be more specific! I hope these epitaphs will interest your readership because they are from gravestones of doctors (1), a dentist (2), a newborn baby (3); and they make reference to morbidity (4) and even mortality itself (5). The reader would agree that epitaphs throw light not only on the lives and work of the departed, but also on disease; in addition to the grammar and attitudes to death, in a bygone era. Good friend for Jesus sake forbear' To dig the dust enclosed here; Blest be ye man ye spares these stones' And curst be ye who moves my bones.
Near the tomb of William Shakespeare
As I am now, so must you be: Therefore prepare to follow me.
You readers all both young and old Your time on earth will not be long, For death will come and die you must And like to me return to dust.
Shall wee all die? Wee shall all die All die shall wee? Die all wee shall.
I hope you found this interesting reading. Or, do you share the following sentiments?
Friend! For your epitaphs I'm grieved, Where still so much is said, One half will never be believed, The other never read. On epitaph writers: Pope Dr Manouri P Senanayake Senior Lecturer in Paediatrics Faculty of Medicine University of Colombo
